THE   GRAND   TOUR   WITH   GRAY
automatically, just as it awaited Conway, George Montagu,
George Selwyn, and pretty nearly all the Eton boys of his
set, though not of that other circle to which Gray and Ashton
belonged* There was a permanent darkness in his mind,
hinted at though never expressed. After he has set out all
the attractions of Florence to Conway, he has this phrase:
M You see how glad I am to have reasons for not returning;
I wish I had no better/*
A couple of months later in September he writes again:
"As by the absence of the Great Duke, Florence is
become in a manner a country town, you may imagine that
we are not without d&neles, but for a country town I believe
there never were a set of people so peaceable, and such
strangers to scandal *Tis the family of love, where every-
body is paired, and for as constantly together as parroquets.
Here nobody hangs or drowns themselves; they are not ready
to cut one another's throats about elections or parties; don't
think that wit consists in saying bald truths, or humour in
getting drunk. But I shall give you no more of their
characters, because I am so unfortunate as to think that their
encomium consists in being the reverse of the English,
who in general are either mad, or enough to make other
people so/'
Then he goes on to this younger cousin whom, as years
went on, he treated as his elder and his hero.
" As I am convinced you love me, and as I am conscious
you have one strong reason for it, I will own to you, that for
my own peace you should wish me to remain here. I am so
well within and without, that you would scarce know me:
I am younger than ever, think of nothing but diverting
myself, and live in a round of pleasures. We have operas,
concerts, and balls, mornings and evenings. I dare not tell
you all one's idlenesses: you would look so grave and
senatorial, at hearing that one rises at eleven in the morning,
goes to the opera at nine at night, to supper at one, and to
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